





8 Xe pds CLASSIFIED | O[. 
7 ne _ Ala KOH 200128771 


United States Department of State 


Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20520-6258 : 


. 28 DEC 10 PB Oq DEC 10 200l 
INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 4p TACE 





8/E8 
CONFIDENTIAL 
SOE DENTE RELEASED IN PART 
B1, 1.4(D) 
TO: The Secretary 
FROM: WHA - Lino Gutiérrez LO 


SUBJECT: Venezuelan General Strike Shuts Down Venezuela 


The December 10 general strike in Venezuela -- called by 
that country’s major employer organization and supported by the 
trade union movement -- shut down the national economy for a 
day. The Venezuelan Federation of Chambers of Commerce 
(FEDECAMARAS) claimed that 90 percent of businesses were closed. 


Bl 
Protests throughout the day were peaceful. The one 
exception followed a speech by Chavez when pro-Chavez 
demonstrators burned a press van. A demonstration at the 
Embassy -- where additional Venezuelan National Guard were on 
hand ~- never materialized. All Embassy personnel are safe. 
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